LUMP REMOVAL SURGERY (Lumpectomy)

AT BURNSVILLE PARKWAY ANIMAL HOSPITAL

A lumpectomy is the surgical removal of an abnormal growth, or mass, that can appear on or below the surface of the skin. Skin masses found on dogs can be malignant or benign tumors, abscesses, cysts, warts, hematomas, hives, inflammatory reactions, or accumulations of fat called lipomas. However, all lumps should be evaluated for the possibility of malignancy (cancer cells with the ability to spread). This is determined by sending the mass into a pathologist for tissue analysis after it has been surgically removed. These results may take 5-7 days. Follow up treatment will depend on the final diagnosis of the tissue. 

 At Burnsville Parkway Animal Hospital we follow several steps to provide a safe experience for your beloved pet:
*Night before: Do not feed any food after 7:00 PM the night before; water is allowed. 

*Check-in: We ask that you bring your pet to B.P.A.H. at 8 AM the morning of the scheduled procedure so that we have sufficient time to prepare your pet for their surgical procedure. 

*Pre-medication: Given about 20 minutes prior to inhalant anesthesia to help calm your pet down, allowing the anesthesia process to go more smoothly. 

*IV Catheter: Placed in the forearm vein of your pet prior to the procedure to allow access to veins for fluid therapy and anesthetic drugs during the procedure. Fluids will prevent your pet from becoming dehydrated and will help flush out the anesthetics used. 

*IV Anesthetic: A brief anesthetic injection that allows placement of a breathing tube in the windpipe.

*Anesthesia: Inhalant (general) anesthesia is required to induce complete unconsciousness and relaxation. 

*Cardiac Monitor: Allows the doctor and technicians to check heart and lung performance during the entire procedure. 

*Injectable & Oral Antibiotics: Prevent and treat any possible infections. An injection will be given the morning of the surgery. A short duration of oral antibiotics will also be sent home following surgery.  

*Injectable & Oral Pain Relief: Provided for all surgical patients to prevent or relieve painful sensation. The injection will provide relief for the initial 24 hours following surgery. Oral pain relief will be given the following morning. There will be oral pain relief medication dispensed following this procedure. 

*Surgery: The hair is clipped from the lump and its surrounding skin tissue and the area is scrubbed with surgical soap for disinfection. A surgical laser is then used to incise the tissue surrounding the lump. The margins of the mass are identified and the lump is removed, including some normal tissue around it to make sure that the entire mass is removed. The muscle tissue and subcutaneous skin layer are sutured with dissolvable stitches. The sutures in the top layer of skin will need to be removed 10-14 days following surgery. 

*Therapy Laser: Before your pet wakes up from anesthesia, we will perform a one-time therapy laser treatment on the incision site. This will help reduce pain, reduce inflammation and speed up healing time. 

*Hospitalization: Depending on the number, location, and invasiveness of the lump(s), your pet will spend most of the day (or possibly the night) with us following this surgery. Confinement is necessary for your pet to rest and begin healing. Your pet will be closely monitored and cared for with plenty of comfortable bedding. Please schedule a discharge appointment with the front desk.

*Home Care: You will be instructed to keep the incision(s) clean, monitor it daily for any signs of infection, and give oral medication. Detailed instructions will be reviewed thoroughly with you by a technician or doctor during your scheduled pick up time. 

LASER SURGERY: For optimal results, the doctor performs this surgery with a laser machine. Unlike a scalpel blade, the laser cuts with an intense beam of light that cauterizes the blood vessels and nerve endings as it is cutting, producing very little or no bleeding. This is beneficial because it allows the tissue to heal with less post operative swelling, which also reduces pain. Because the laser seals the vessels while it is cutting, the incisions are more precise and there is less chance of infection. 

